There  are  numerous  reports  and  legends  but  they  are  not  always  reliable.  It  is  safe  to  say  that  the  apostles 
went  far  and  wide  as  messengers  of  the  risen  Christ.  An  early  legend  says  they  cast  lots  and  divided  up  the 
world  to  determine  who  would  go  where,  so  all  could  hear  about  Jesus.  They  suffered  greatly  for  their  faith 
and  in  most  cases  met  violent  deaths  on  account  of  their  bold  witness. 


According  to  the  list  occurring  in  each  of  the  Synoptic  Gospels  (Mark  3:13-19,  Matthew  10:1-4,  Luke  6:12- 
16),  the  Twelve  chosen  by  Jesus  near  the  beginning  of  his  ministry,  those  whom  also  He  named  Apostles, 
were: 

•  Simon:  called  Peter  (Grk.  petros,  petra;  Aram,  kef;  Engl,  rock)  by  Jesus  of  Nazareth,  also  known  as 
Simon  bar  Jonah  and  Simon  bar  Jochanan  (Aram.)  and  earlier  (Pauline  Epistles  were  written  first) 
Cephas  (Aram.),  and  Simon  Peter,  a  fisherman  from  Bethsaida  "of  Galilee"  (John  1:44;  cf.  12:21) 
Simon/Peter  -  Andrew's  brother  (Matthew  10:2;  Mark  3:16;  Luke  6:14),  Mary's  husband,  Mark's 
father  (1  Peter  5:13;  Acts  12:12)  and  Barnabas'  brother-in-law  (Acts  15:39;  Colossians  4:10 

•  Andrew:  brother  of  Peter,  a  Bethsaida  fisherman  and  disciple  of  John  the  Baptist,  and  also  the  First- 
Called  Apostle.  (Matthew  10:2;  Mark  3:18;  Luke  6:14)  and  Mark's  uncle  (Matthew  4:18) 

•  James  -  John's  brother,  son  of  Zebedee,  Boanerges,  son  of  Thunder  (Matthew  10:2;  Mark  3:17) 

•  John  son  of  Zebedee,  called  by  Jesus  Boanerges  (an  Aramaic  name  explained  in  Mk  3:17  as  "Sons  of 
Thunder")  -  James'  brother  (Matthew  10:2;  Mark  3:17;  Luke  6:14) 

•  Philip:  from  Bethsaida  "of  Galilee"  (John  1:44, 12:21)  (Matthew  10:3;  Mark  3:18;  Luke  6:14) 

•  Thaddeus:  "Judas,  son  of  James",  (Matthew  10:3,  Acts  1:13,  Luke  6:16,  John  14:22). 
Lebbaeus/Judas/Juda  - ,  Simon's  brother  (Matthew  10:3;  13:55;  Mark  3:18;  6:3;  Luke  6:16;  Jude  1:1) 

•  Bartholomew:  in  Aramaic  "bar-Talemai?",  "son  of  Talemai"  or  from  Ptolemais,  some  identify  with 
Nathanael.  (Matthew  10:3;  Mark  3:18;  Luke  6:14) 

•  Thomas:  also  known  as  Judas  Tomas  Didymus  -  Aramaic  T'oma'  =  twin,  and  Greek  Didymous  =  twin 
(Matthew  10:3;  Mark  3:18;  Luke  6:15) 

•  James:  commonly  identified  with  James  the  Less  [11  -  Matthew's/Levi's  brother,  son  of  Alphaeus 
(Matthew  10:3;  27:56;  Mark  2:14;  3:16, 18;  6:3;  15:40,  47;  Luke  5:27;  6:14-15;  24:18;  Acts  1:13; 
4:36). 

•  Matthew:  the  tax  collector,  some  identify  with  Levi  son  of  Alphaeus  -  Levi  -  James'  brother  (James 
the  less)  (Matthew  10:3;  27:56;  Mark  2:14;  3:16, 18;  6:3;  15:40,  47;  Luke  5:27;  6:14-15;  24:18;  Acts 
1:13;  4:36)  and  author  of  the  Book  of  Matthew 

•  Simon  the  Canaanite:  called  in  Luke  and  Acts  "Simon  the  Zealot",  some  identify  with  Simeon  of 
Jerusalem121  -,  Thaddeus'  brother  (Matthew  10:4;  13:55;  Mark  3:18;  6:3;  Luke  6:15) 

•  Judas  Iscariot:  the  name  Iscariot  may  refer  to  the  Judaean  towns  of  Kerioth  or  to  the  sicarii  (Jewish 
nationalist  insurrectionists),  or  to  Issachar;  (Matthew  10:4;  Mark  3:19;  Luke  6:16) 

o  He  was  replaced  as  an  apostle  in  Acts  by  Saint  Matthias 


Simon  Peter  -  Andrew’s  Brother 


Peter  (Greek:  riexpoc;,  "rock")  also  called  Simon  (Kephas)  Peter  is  one  of  the 
twelve  apostles  of  Jesus.  He  is  often  talked  about  in  the  New  Testament.  Most  of 
what  we  know  about  Peter  comes  from  the  Bible.  It  is  not  known  when  Peter  was 
born.  But  the  date  of  his  death  is  about  the  year  64  AD.  He  died  by  being  nailed  to 
a  cross  in  Rome.  This  type  of  death  is  called  crucifixion.  There  is  a  legend  that 
Peter  asked  to  be  crucified  upside  down,  as  he  felt  unworthy  to  die  as  Jesus  did. 
Most  historical  sources  only  say  he  was  crucified. 


Andrew  -  Simon  Peter's  Brother,  Disciple  of  John  the 
Baptist 

Saint  Andrew  is  the  patron  saint  of  Scotland,  Romania,  Ukraine  and  several 
other  countries.  He  was  crucified  on  a  cross  that  was  turned  sideways  to  look 
like  an  "X".  The  Saint  Andrew's  flag  is  the  official  flag  of  Scotland.  On  St 
Andrew's  Day,  many  people  in  Scotland  wear  a  thistle. 


James  -  John's  Brother,  son  of  Zebedee  and  Salome,  Bornerges,  Son  of 
Thunder,  nephew  of  Joseph  and  Mary,  cousin  of  Jesus 


Saint  James,  son  of  Zebedee  (death  44  AD)  was  one  of  the  disciples 
(learners)  of  Jesus.  He  was  the  son  of  Zebedee  and  Salome  and  brother  of 
John  the  Evangelist.  He  is  called  Saint  James  the  Greater  to  distinguish 
(mark  as  different)  him  from  the  other  apostle  named  James  (James,  son 
of  Alphaeus).  James  is  described  as  one  of  the  first  disciples  who  joined 
Jesus.  The  Synoptic  Gospels  tell  that  James  and  John  were  with  their 
father  by  the  seashore  when  Jesus  called  them  to  begin  traveling 
(Mt.4:21-22,  Mk.l:19-20).  According  to  Mark,  James  and  John  were 
called  Boanerges,  or  the  "Sons  of  Thunder"  (3:17).  Acts  of  the  Apostles 
12:1-2  records  that  King  Herod  had  James  executed  by  sword  (Ac. 12:1-2). 
He  was  likely  the  first  of  the  apostles  martyred  for  his  faith. 


John  -  James'  Brother,  son  of  Zebedee  and  Salome,  Bornerges,  Son  of 
Thunder,  nephew  of  Joseph  and  Mary,  cousin  of  Jesus 

John  is  believed  to  have  written  one  of  the  four  gospels  of  the  New 
Testament  of  the  Christian  Bible  that  is  named  after  him.  He  also 
wrote  the  New  Testament  books  of  1st,  2nd,  and  3rd  John  and  the 
Book  of  Revelation.  Tradition  holds  that  he  was  the  last  surviving 
apostle  and  the  only  apostle  to  die  a  natural  death  rather  than  by 
martyrdom.  John  is  the  brother  of  James  according  to  the  Bible.  He 
is  remembered  in  many  churches  on  December  27.  He  was  the  son 
of  Zebedee  and  Salome.  His  so-called  brother  James  was  the  first 
disciple  of  God. 

John  the  Apostle,  also  called  Saint  John  the  Evangelist  or  Saint  John 
the  Divine,  (flourished  1st  century  AD;  Western  feast  day 
December  27;  Eastern  feast  days  May  8  and  September  26),  in 
Christian  tradition,  an  apostle  of  Jesus  and  the  author  of  three 
letters,  the  Fourth  Gospel,  and  possibly  the  Revelation  to  John  in 
the  New  Testament.  He  played  a  leading  role  in  the  early  church  at  Jerusalem. 

Philip  -  from  Bethsaida  "of  Galilee" 

He  was  from  Bethsaida  "of  Galilee"  (John  1:44, 12:21)  (Matthew  10:3; 

Mark  3:18;  Luke  6:14)  Later  Christian  traditions  describe  Philip  as  the 
apostle  who  preached  in  Greece,  Syria,  and  Phrygia.  Philip  and 
Bartholomew  were  then  crucified  upside-down,  and  Philip  preached  from 
his  cross.  As  a  result  of  Philip's  preaching  the  crowd  released 
Bartholomew  from  his  cross,  but  Philip  insisted  that  they  not  release  him, 
and  Philip  died  on  the  cross.  Another  legend  is  that  he  was  martyred  by 
beheading  in  the  city  of  Hierapolis. 


Thaddeus  -  Son  of  James  -  so  probably  not  Jesus'  Half-Brother  who,  like 
James  The  Just,  became  an  apostle  after  Jesus'  resurrection. 


Jude  the  Apostle  was  also  called  Jude  of  James  and  Jude  Thaddeus.  He  is  the 
patron  saint  of  Armenia,  along  with  Saint  Bartholemew.  He  is  also  the  patron 
saint  of  lost  causes  and  desperate  situations. 

St.  Jude  was  martyred  (killed  for  his  beliefs)  with  another  apostle,  Simon  the 
Zealot  in  Beirut,  Lebanon,  around  AD  65.  In  the  Roman  Catholic  Church,  Jude 
and  Simon's  feast  day  is  celebrated  on  29  October. 


Bartholomew 


Bartholomew  the  Apostle  is  one  of  the  twelve  apostles  of  Jesus.  He  is  the 
patron  saint  of  Armenia,  bookbinders,  butchers,  Florentine  cheese  and 
salt  merchants,  Gambatesa,  Italy,  leather  workers;  nervous  diseases, 
plasterers;  shoemakers;  tanners,  and  trappers.  Along  with  Saint  Jude 
Thaddeus,  he  helped  bring  Christianity  to  Armenia.  He  is  the  patron  saint 
of  people  who  work  with  leather  and  animal  skins  because  he  was 
martyred  (killed  for  his  beliefs)  by  being  skinned  alive.  He  is  usually 
represented  by  holding  a  large  knife  and  his  skin. 

Thomas  -  Didymus 

Thomas  is  one  of  the  twelve  apostles  of  Jesus.  His  name  means  "the  twin".  He 
is  most  famous  for  not  being  present  when  the  other  apostles  (Jesus's 
followers  and  friends)  first  saw  Jesus  after  he  has  been  risen  from  the  dead. 
Thomas  was  not  there  and  when  he  heard  about  it,  he  did  not  believe  his 
friends,  and  he  said  he  wanted  to  see  it  for  himself,  even  the  marks  in  his 
hands  where  Jesus  had  been  nailed  to  the  cross.  Jesus  did  return  and  showed 
Thomas.  The  phrase  "Doubting  Thomas"  (a  term  for  a  person  who  does  not 
believe  something  at  first)  comes  from  this  story.  Thomas  didn't  believe  Christ 
had  returned  until  he  was  invited  by  the  risen  Jesus  to  put  his  finger  into  the 
nail  holes  in  Jesus'  hands  and  his  hand  into  Jesus'  wounded  side. 

God  performed  many  miracles  through  Thomas  to  help  the  people  with  whom 
Thomas  shared  the  Gospel  message  --  in  Syria,  Persia,  and  India  --  believe,  according  to  Christian  tradition. 
Right  before  his  death  in  72  AD,  Thomas  stood  up  to  an  Indian  king  (whose  wife  had  become  a  Christian) 
when  he  pressured  Thomas  to  make  religious  sacrifices  to  an  idol.  Miraculously,  the  idol  shattered  into 
pieces  when  Thomas  was  forced  to  approach  it.  The  king  was  so  enraged  that  he  ordered  his  high  priest  to 
kill  Thomas,  and  he  did:  Thomas  died  from  being  pierced  by  a  spear  but  was  reunited  with  Jesus  in  heaven. 

James  -  The  son  of  Alphaeus  and  Thaddaeus  (not  to  be  confused  with  James 
The  Just,  brother  of  Jesus  who  only  became  an  apostle  after  Jesus'  ressurection) 

James  the  Just,  also  called  James  Adelphotheos,  James,  1st  Bishop  of  Jerusalem,  or  James,  the  Brother  of 
the  Lord[l]  and  sometimes  identified  with  James  the  Less,  (died  AD  62)  was  an  important  figure  in  Early 
Christianity. 

According  to  tradition,  he  was  the  first  formal  leader  or  bishop  of  Jerusalem, 
the  author  of  the  James  in  the  New  Testament,  and  the  first  of  the  Seventy  of 
Luke  10:1-20.  Paul  of  Tarsus  in  Galatians  2:9  (KJV)  characterized  James  as  such: 

"...  James,  Cephas,  and  John,  who  seemed  to  be  pillars..."  He  is  described  in  the 
New  Testament  as  a  "brother  of  Jesus"  and  in  the  Liturgy  of  St  James  as  "the 
brother  of  God"  (Adelphotheos). 

Hegesippus  cites  that  "the  Scribes  and  Pharisees  placed  James  upon  the 
pinnacle  of  the  temple,  and  threw  down  the  just  man,  and  they  began  to  stone 
him,  for  he  was  not  killed  by  the  fall.  And  one  of  them,  who  was  a  fuller,  took 
the  club  with  which  he  beat  out  clothes  and  struck  the  just  man  on  the  head" 


Matthew  -  Son  of  Alphaeus,  James  the  Less,  Jude,  and  Simon. 


Saint  Matthew  is  one  of  the  twelve  apostles  of  Jesus.  Matthew  wrote  the 
Gospel  of  Matthew  in  the  New  Testament  of  the  Christian  Bible.  Sometimes, 
he  is  called  Levi.  He  was  a  tax  collector  before  his  decision  to  follow  Christ. 

The  Roman  Catholic  Church  and  the  Orthodox  Church  each  hold  the  tradition 
that  Matthew  died  as  a  martyr, 

The  tax  collector  and  writer  of  a  Gospel,  ministered  in  Persia  and  Ethiopia. 
Some  of  the  oldest  reports  say  he  was  not  martyred,  while  others  say  he  was 
stabbed  to  death  in  Ethiopia. 


Simon  the  Zealot  -  Simon  the  Zealot  is  not 

associated  in  the  Gospels  with  Jesus'  Half-Brother,  Simon 

Simon  the  Zealot  (Acts  1:13,  Luke  6:15)  or  Simon  the  Cananite  or  Simon  the 
Cananaean  (Matthew  10:4,  Mark  3:18);  was  one  of  the  most  obscure  among 
the  apostles  of  Jesus.  A  few  pseudepigraphical  writings  were  connected  to 
him,  and  the  theologian  and  Doctor  of  the  Church,  Saint  Jerome,  does  not 
include  him  in  De  viris  illustribus  written  between  392-393  AD. 

He  may  have  suffered  crucifixion  as  the  Bishop  of  Jerusalem.  One  tradition 
states  that  he  traveled  in  the  Middle  East  and  Africa.  Christian  Ethiopians 
claim  that  he  was  crucified  in  Samaria,  while  Justus  Lipsius  writes  that  he 
was  sawn  in  half  at  Suanir,  Persia.  However,  Moses  of  Chorene  writes  that  he  was  martyred  at 
Weriosphora  in  Caucasian  Iberia.  Tradition  also  claims  he  died  peacefully  at  Edessa. 

Judas  Iscariot  -  the  Traitor 

Judas  Iscariot  (last  name  means  man  of  Kerioth)  was  one  of  the  original 
disciples  of  Jesus.  He  is  found  in  all  four  gospels  of  the  New  Testament. 

He  is  described  as  having  betrayed  Jesus  for  money,  then  killing  himself. 

He  is  said  to  have  been  the  treasurer  for  the  apostles. 

Even  though  he  was  one  of  Jesus'  disciples,  he  helped  the  chief  priests 
arrest  Jesus.  Then  those  priests  told  the  Roman  governor  to  kill  Jesus. 

The  priests  paid  Judas  thirty  pieces  of  silver  for  his  help.  Later;  due  to 
great  sense  of  guilt  for  betraying  Jesus,  Judas  tried  to  give  back  the 
silver.  When  he  was  unable  to  undo  when  he  had  done,  he  committed 
suicide. 

The  Gospel  of  Matthew  states  that  Judas  felt  guilty  that  he  helped  kill 
Jesus.  He  tried  to  give  the  money  back  to  the  priests,  but  they  said  it 
was  illegal.  So  Judas  threw  the  money  into  the  temple,  and  then  hanged 
money  to  buy  a  graveyard  for  strangers. 


In  the  book  of  Acts,  Judas  used  the  money  to  buy  a  field  for  himself,  but  died  there  quickly.  After  Judas 
died,  the  other  disciples  chose  a  man  named  Matthias  to  take  his  place  as  a  new  disciple  in  the  group  of  12. 

Matthias  -  Disciple  of  John  the  Baptist,  replacement  for  Judas  Iscariot 

Matthias  was  the  apostle  who  replaced  Judas  Iscariot.  This  was  stated  in 
the  Acts  of  the  Apostles.  Unlike  the  other  apostles,  his  appointment  was 
not  made  personally  by  Jesus. 

According  to  Nicephorus,  Matthias  first  preached  the  Gospel  in  Judaea, 
then  in  Aethiopia  (the  region  of  Colchis,  now  in  modern-day  Georgia)  and 
was  there  stoned  to  death.  An  extant  Coptic  Acts  of  Andrew  and 
Matthias,  places  his  activity  similarly  in  "the  city  of  the  cannibals"  in 
Aethiopia.  A  marker  placed  in  the  ruins  of  the  Roman  fortress  at  Gonio 
(Apsaros)  in  the  modern  Georgian  region  of  Adjara  claims  that  Matthias  is 
buried  at  that  site. 

The  Synopsis  of  Dorotheus  contains  this  tradition:  "Matthias  preached  the 
Gospel  to  barbarians  and  meat-eaters  in  the  interior  of  Ethiopia,  where 
the  sea  harbor  of  Hyssus  is,  at  the  mouth  of  the  river  Phasis.  He  died  at  Sebastopolis,  and  was  buried  there, 
near  the  Temple  of  the  Sun."  Alternatively,  another  tradition  maintains  that  Matthias  was  stoned  at 
Jerusalem  by  the  Jews,  and  then  beheaded. 

Paul  -  formerly  Saul  of  Tarsus 

It  should  also  be  noted  that  while  the  "Twelve  Apostles"  refer  to  the  twelve 
who  followed  Jesus  during  his  lifetime  (and  later  Matthias  in  place  of  Judas 
Iscariot),  Paul  (formerly  Saul  of  Tarsus)  can  be  considered  as  another 
apostle.  Notably,  he  begins  many  of  his  epistles  with  "Paul,  an  apostle  of 
Christ  Jesus",  or  some  variant.  The  original  twelve  were  apostles  sent  out  to 
the  Jews,  whereas  Paul  has  the  unique  role  of  being  the  apostle  to  the 
gentiles  after  Christ's  resurrection  and  ascent. 

Paul  the  Apostle,  previously  known  as  Saul  of  Tarsus  and  now  often  called 
St  Paul  (AD  9-67),  was  a  Messianic  Jewish-Roman  writer  and  rabbi.  He  was 
a  convert  to  Christianity.  It  is  believed  that  he  wrote  thirteen  books  of  the 
Bible,  together  called  the  Pauline  epistles.  They  are  letters  to  churches  and 
Christians.  He  wrote  these  letters  to  encourage  them,  to  help  them 
understand  Christian  teaching,  and  to  help  them  to  live  Christian  lives. 

Although  the  Bible  does  not  say  how  Paul  died,  it  was  told  of  that  Paul  was  put  to  death  by  orders  of  the 
emperor  Nero  in  Rome,  in  67  AD.  He  had  the  rights  of  a  Roman  citizen,  which  meant  that  he  could  be  put 
to  death  by  having  his  head  cut  off  with  a  sword,  rather  than  by  crucifixion. 


The  work  they  started,  still  continues  today! 


